
Parents, Grandparents, and Friends of our First and Second Grade Classes,

Lately, we’ve heard from a lot of you about how to help your child with addition and subtraction with 
regrouping (or borrowing, as we used to refer to it).  ☺ Because  we want to do everything we can to 
help you help your child, we are sending home some strategy posters.  These posters include all of the 
different strategies that we use in our classrooms to teach addition and subtraction.

Hopefully, these examples will help you as you work with your child on homework or on reviewing and 
understanding missed test questions.  While it is often tempting to show students to add and subtract the 
way that many of us learned in school, it may end up putting them at a disadvantage later.   

Although there is some negative press on the common core standards, it might help to know that the 
standards teach students to explain the math, not just “do the math.” For example, through the standards, 
students now understand how our number system is based on ten, with the digits in a two-digit number 
telling you the number of tens and the number of ones. This goes well beyond being able to simply read 
and say the number out loud, or to point to the “tens digit.” It means being able to break the number up 
in ways that are fruitful for addition or for other operations. You can also expect your child to be able to 
explain how she knows what she knows, show how she thought about an answer, and choose different 
strategies for different problems.

Later on it will provide them with real-life ways of quickly adding and subtracting without trying to 
“carry” or “borrow” from a number.  There are multiple strategies that we use and teach because we 
want them to have a vast assortment that they can later choose from in real life.  We want them to 
understand numbers because in real life, we use them all of the time.

For those second grade students who will be doing state testing next year and in years after that, 
students are required to show how they arrived at an answer.  If all they can do is set it up in the 
traditional standard algorithm, they will not receive full credit on the test.  We want our students to be 
successful in academics and on testing next year, but more than that, we want them to understand that 
our number system is based on a Base-Ten System, and common core strategies allow for that.  

We hope that these hand-outs will be beneficial as you work with your child.  If you find that they are 
still struggling, please let us know.  We will gladly work with them to help them understand.  

Thank you for all that you do at home to help!  A strong home-school connection is what helps our 
students succeed.  We truly appreciate all that you do!

Working Together,
The Second Grade Team
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